
School of Computer Science & Informatics

Ethical Approval Request Form
Form valid until 1st April 2021

Instructions

Do not use this form if your research is with the NHS or NHS-linked: please refer
instead to the NHS Local Research Ethics Committee.

Do not use this form if your research involves adults who do not have the capacity
to consent. Such projects have to be submitted to the National Research Ethics Service
(NRES) system: http://nres.nhs.uk/

Please carefully review:

• School Research Ethics documentation

• Data management, collecting personal data, data protection act requirements

• Information Security Framework

• Research Integrity and Governance

• Research Ethics

Please complete the Research Integrity Online Training Programme (Staff link, Student
link) prior to submitting this form.

Please complete this form at least 2 weeks before starting your data collection/human
involvement activities and send to comsc-ethics@cardiff.ac.uk along with all the relevant
attachments:

• Full Project plan/proposal

• Participant Information Form, either:

– hard copy, e.g briefing and debriefing (if appropriate)
– online equivalent

• Consent Form or online equivalent (or justification as to why this is not possible)

• Certificate(s) of completion of the Research Integrity Online Training Programme
(RIOTP) for all staff associated with a project (and students if applicable).

• (If applicable) Details concerning external funding

• (If an extension is requested) Provide a list of motivations and list of amendments to
any previous approvals

Submissions will be reviewed at the next COMSC Research Ethics Group meeting held
approximately fortnightly.
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1 General Information

Title of Project:

If this submission relates to a previous approval request (e.g. a revision or extension):

Previous ID:

If this approval refers to an Undergraduate or Masters Student Project:

Student(s) Names and IDs:

Supervisor Name(s):

If this approval refers to a research project (e.g. Staff, Postgraduate Research Student):

Principle Researcher:

Other Researchers:

Project Start Date: — End Date:

Attachments: Yes NA Document Version ID

Full project plan/proposal

Participant Information Form

Consent Form

RIOTP Completion Certificates

Details concerning external funding

Motivations for and list of amendments

Page 2 of 11

MyBookChoice - A reading books recommender algorithm and website

Luca Antonio Passariello 1801559

Dr Daniela Tsaneva

20/02/2021 04/05/2021

FA
VO

UR
AB

LE

OP
IN
IO
N

REFERENCE ID: COMSC/Ethics/2021/033

Page 2 of 31



School of Computer Science & Informatics

Ethical Approval Request Form
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2 Recruitment Procedure

Yes No NA

1 Does your project include children under 18 years of age?

If “Yes,” have you read and understood Cardiff University’s Code
of Practice for researchers Working With Children and Young
People which forms part of the Safeguarding Children and
Vulnerable Adults Policy? The Interim Guidance is at Appendix 1,
Page 9 of this Policy

2 Does your project include people with learning or communication
difficulties?

3 Does your project include people in custody?

4 Is your project likely to include people involved in illegal activities?

5 Does your project involve people belonging to a vulnerable
group, other than those listed above?

6 Does your project include people who are, or are likely to become
your clients or clients of the department in which you work?

7 Does your project provide for people for whom English / Welsh is
not their first language?

If any of the blue boxes has been ticked, please explain how the potential ethical issue(s)
will be handled:

Please describe how do you plan to recruit participants:
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3 Consent Procedures

Yes No NA

8 Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?

9 Will you obtain written consent for participation?

10 If the research is observational, will you ask participants for
their consent to being observed?

11 Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the
research at any time and for any reason?

12 Will you give potential participants a significant period of time to
consider participation?

If any of the blue boxes has been ticked, please explain how the potential ethical issue(s)
will be handled:
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4 Possible Harm to Participants

Yes No NA

13 Is there any realistic risk of any participants experiencing either
physical or psychological distress or discomfort?

14 Is there any realistic risk of any participants experiencing a
detriment to their interests as a result of participation?

If any of the blue boxes has been ticked, please explain how the potential ethical issue(s)
will be handled:

If there are any risks to the participants, please explain how you intend to minimise these
risks:
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Ethical Approval Request Form
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5 Data Protection

Yes No NA

15 Will any non-anonymised and/or personalised data be
generated and/or stored?

16 Will you have access to documents containing sensitive data Sensitive data are inter
alia data that relates to
racial or ethnic origin,
political opinions,
religious beliefs, trade
union membership,
physical or mental
health, sexual life,
actual and alleged
offences.

about living individuals?

If “Yes” will you gain the consent of the individuals concerned

17 Are you planning to use Cardiff University installation of
OneDrive to store data

If “No” is your data storage policy compliant with Cardiff
University ISF

Please describe how you will securely collect and store any data (required):

If any of the blue boxes have been ticked, please explain how the potential ethical issue(s)
will be handled:
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6 Researcher Safety

Yes No NA

18 If relevant to your research, have you taken into account the
Cardiff University guidance on safety in fieldwork / for lone
workers?

If any of the blue boxes have been ticked, please explain how the potential ethical issue(s)
will be handled:
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7 Researcher Governance

Yes No NA

19 Does your study include the use of a drug?
You will need to contact Research Governance before
submission (resgov@cf.ac.uk)

20 Does the study involve the collection or use of human tissue?
You will need to contact the Human Tissue Act team before
submission (hta@cf.ac.uk)

If any of the blue boxes have been ticked, please explain how the potential ethical issue(s)
will be handled and please attach approvals received from Research Governance and/or
Human Tissue Act team:
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8 Prevent Duty

Yes No NA

21 Has due regard been given to Prevent duty, in particular to
prevent anyone being drawn into terrorism?
Prevent Duty Guidance
Procedure Freedom of Speech

If any of the blue boxes have been ticked, please explain how the potential ethical issue
will be handled:
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9 Other Ethical Considerations

If there are other potential ethical issues that you think the Committee should consider
please explain them in the following space. It is your obligation to bring to the attention of
the Committee any ethical issues not covered on this form.
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10 Any other comments

If there is additional information that you think the Committee should consider please
explain in the space below:
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MODULE CODE – CM3203 

MODULE TITLE – INDIVIDUAL PROJECT 

MODULE LEADER – DR FRANK LANGBEIN 
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WORD COUNT – 2149 
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Project Description 
With the current isolation of the COVID-19 pandemic, reading has again become a needed release 
for many people across the globe. Reading has been shown to provide psychological benefits, such 
as reducing social isolation, increasing personal confidence, and improving powers of concentration 
(Billington, 2012). 

The purpose of this project is to create a web application where people can get recommendations 
for what book to pick up next. This will be achieved through a series of different recommendation 
algorithms, which use data gathered from intuitive interfaces, telling the application about a user’s 
reading habits, preferred authors, genres, etc. This data can constantly be refined by user interaction 
with the application, creating a better and better picture of them and their preferences. 

There is a gap in the current market for a user-friendly, accessible, and intelligent solution for 
recommending books to read based on a user’s previously read books, and other preferences. I 
intend to create an easy-to-use, aesthetically pleasing, and intuitive system, based on a design 
model of so-called “Swiper” apps such as Tinder, because of its user-retention, and aesthetic 
possibilities. In fact, in a study conducted in 2018, “Entertainment” was the most common reason 
for using Tinder, followed closely by “Curiosity” (Timmermans, et al., 2018), which are both created 
by the addictive design of the applications binary format.  

Ethics 
This project will require a certain amount of human participation, namely a small survey on reading, 
and web applications. This will be used to gather feedback on how the app should be created, and 
collect some basic information, such as: 

1. Basic user information, such as their age. 
2. User feelings on reading, such as how often they read, how important certain features are, 

and what motivates their reading. 
3. User feelings on web applications, such as the most important features, their tech-literacy, 

and how they browse the web. 

To collect this data, I will need to create participant information sheets, consent forms, as well as 
debriefing sheets. This will also require approval for the COMSC Research Ethics Group. 

Aims & Objectives 
MyBookChoice can be described through a key set of aims and objectives, both core and secondary, 
which when finished, will provide a working system. 

Core Aims & Objectives 
Core objectives are essential to the success of the project. They involve integral systems which are 
needed for the application to be accessed and used effectively. 

1. Design a user-friendly front-end, adhering to the widely-used “Laws of UX” (Yablonski, 
2021) 

a. The front-end will be what is interacted with by the users of the application, which 
pulls data from the back-end API. 

2. Create a back-end API 
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a. The API will be where the data is dealt with. For example, when a user creates an 
account, the API will receive the user’s details, create a new user in the database, 
and generate a login token for the user. 

3. Design and Implement a Database 
a. The database will be a key part of the system as it is what will store user details, as 

well as other mission critical data such as a user’s reading preferences and settings. 
4. Setup an Apache Virtual Host on my web server to allow people to access the site via a 

production deployment 
a. To allow users to access the site, Apache is needed to serve the application to them. 

This will be done via a virtual host because there are already some applications 
running on the server. 

5. Create Recommendations Based on a User’s Preferences 
a. The recommendation engine is the backbone of the whole system. Without it, there 

is no use for the website. This will be achieved using a Hybrid Recommendation 
engine, which will aim to provide high-quality recommendations to users. 

6. Ensure users can refine their recommendations via a “Swiper” UI system 
a. Users need to be able to refine their reading ‘profile’ to enable better 

recommendations. This will be achieved via the ‘Tinder-esque’ interface, which 
suggests books to the user, learning their preferences. 

Desirable Aims & Objectives 
Desirable aims and objectives are items which are not essential to the core mission of the project 
but would greatly enhance and improve the project. 

1. The application should have good SEO (Search Engine Optimisation), so users can find the 
site quicker using conventional search engines. 

a. SEO is important for any application, it decides how the site is indexed by search 
engines, and how high up the order of sites it is in a search listing. 

2. The application should be compatible with a range of web browsers which make up over 
80% of the market share. 

a. Broad browser support is important as it allows for an accessible web solution, 
which can be used on a range of devices. 

3. The application should include cookie warnings, a privacy policy, and a terms and conditions 
page. 

a. Although the EU’s GDPR no longer applies in the UK, the data protection laws in the 
UK have incorporated some of its key features. Therefore, protection of user 
information, informing the user how their data will be used, as well as cookie 
warnings are very important. 

Justification of Technologies & Methodologies 
1. Client-Server Separation 

a. Separating the application into a back-end API and a front-end MVC allows for a 
more modular program, which can be used to build other variants of the application, 
such as a native mobile app. It abstracts data modification/manipulation to the 
server, while all client-side processing and functionality is confined to its own 
application. 

2. Agile Software Development Lifecycle 
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a. I have decided to develop the application using the Agile methodology, for a couple 
of reasons. The first of these being that Agile allows for flexible design, 
development, testing, and repairing. Another key reason is due to the modular 
nature of the program structure, where one part (e.g., the client) relies on another 
(e.g., the API). 

3. React Front-End User Interfaces 
a. To create the front-end, I intend to use React JavaScript framework to create all user 

interfaces in the application. 
b. To connect to the back-end, Redux will be used to manage global state in the 

application, allowing for secure and efficient data transfers to and from the back-
end. 

4. NodeJS Back-End API 
a. This will be written in NodeJS using the Express framework, which allows for a 

robust, and modular back-end server 
5. MongoDB Data Storage 

a. MongoDB will be used to store user information, which will be used in 
recommendations, as well as, for logins, and profile information, as well as user 
reactions to books. 

b. MongoDB is known to be very flexible as it is a schema-less database, which easily 
allows for data to be omitted, which adds a layer of error prevention to data 
insertion. 

6. Apache Virtual Host 
a. Apache virtual hosts are used when there are multiple websites being served from 

one Apache server instance. The server on which I intend to deploy this application 
has several sites already running on it, so a virtual host is required. 

b. Apache is a highly regarded and widely-used web server, which still makes up 34.9% 
of the web server market (Usage Statistics and Market Share of Web Servers, 
January 2021, 2021). 

Risks & Challenges 
Risk Analysis 

Risk No. Risk Risk Severity Risk Likelihood Risk Avoidance 

1 Losing Work High Low 

Frequent back-ups 
of work to GitHub 
for my code and 
OneDrive for my 
documentation. 

2 Illness Medium Medium 

Leaving time free 
for unforeseen 
circumstances and 
trying to finish tasks 
early to be ahead of 
the curve. 

3 Project Scope 
Change High Medium 

Allowing extra time 
for additional 
features, and scope 
changes. 

FA
VO

UR
AB

LE

OP
IN
IO
N

REFERENCE ID: COMSC/Ethics/2021/033

Page 16 of 31



1801559 Luca Antonio Passariello 6 
 

1801559 Luca Antonio Passariello 6 

4 Scheduling Flaws Medium Low 

The Gantt chart and 
work plans will help 
alleviate confusion 
about deadlines 
and allow me to see 
if I am ahead or 
behind where I 
need to be. 

5 Poor Productivity Medium Medium 

I will try to avoid 
assigning too much 
work in one day, to 
avoid “burn-out”, 
and ensure there 
are scheduled days 
off in my work plan. 

 

Risk Matrix 

Severity         Likelihood Low Medium High 

Low    

Medium 4 2, 5  

High 1 3  

Work Plan 
Week Task(s) Deliverables 

Week 1 – 25/01/2021 to 
01/02/2021 

- Research Tinder UI design 
methodologies 
 
- Research JavaScript-based 
recommendation systems 
 
- Begin work on the initial report, 
including project description, aims 
and objectives and risks 

N/A 

Milestone – N/A 
Week 2 – 01/02/2021 to 
08/02/2021 

- Work further on initial report, 
adding work plan, completed Gantt 
chart, and references 
 
- Submit initial draft of report to Dr 
Tsaneva (Supervisor) for feedback 
 
- Implement recommended changes 
and submit the report 

- Initial Report 

Milestone – Initial Report 
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Week 3 – 08/02/2021 to 
15/02/2021 

- Being design stage 
 
- Discuss the development 
approach (Agile, etc.) 
 
- Discuss what requires learning 
(Recommender systems, PWAs) 
 
- Create functional and non-
functional requirements 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

- Discussion of Development 
Approach 

 
- Functional and Non-

Functional Requirements 

Milestone – First stage of design section of the final report 
Week 4 – 15/02/2021 to 
22/02/2021 

- Create use-cases, UML diagrams, 
and State Transition Networks 
(STNs) 
 
- Create Figma UI mock-ups, 
perform heuristic evaluation 
 
- Perform usability testing 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

- Use-Cases 
 

- UML 
 

- STNs 
 

- Mock-Ups 
 

- Heuristic Evaluation 

Milestone – Second stage of design section of the final report 
Week 5 – 22/02/2021 to 
01/03/2021 

- Create activity diagrams 
 
- Refine UI designs from usability 
testing 
 
- Begin environment setup, creating 
the basic API, setting up a MongoDB 
instance, and initialising the client 
React app 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

- First Section of Final Report 

Milestone – First section of final report completed 
Week 6 – 01/03/2021 to 
08/03/2021 

- Begin software development 
 
- Work on back-end API 
implementing authentication, with 
JWT tokens 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

N/A 

Milestone – API Authentication 
Week 7 – 08/03/2021 to 
15/03/2021 

- Continue to work on API, adding 
routes for user information, getting 
user feedback on certain books, 

N/A 
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routes for getting 
recommendations 
 
- Test and fix any issues in the API 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

Milestone – Implementation of Main Recommendation Functionality 
Week 8 – 15/03/2021 to 
22/03/2021 

- Finish API 
 
- Begin implementing client, and 
user interfaces 
 
- Implement Redux for global state 
management 
 
- Create navigation, and ensure 
responsive design 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

- Finished Back-End API 

Milestone – Finished API, Beginnings of Client 
Week 9 – 22/03/2021 to 
29/03/2021 

- Continue work on the client 
 
- Start with authentication pages, 
such as the login and registration 
flow 
 
- Begin creating main usage loop, of 
swiping on books and refining 
recommendations 
 
- Work on profile page, and allow 
for editing the profile 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

N/A 

Milestone – Created main UIs 
Week 10 – 29/03/2021 to 
05/04/2021 

- Test and solve any issues in the 
client 
 
- Finish front-end client 
 
- Begin work on deployment to 
server 
 
- Setup Apache virtual host 
 
- Setup PM2 process management 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 

- Finished Front-End Client 
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Milestone – Vast majority of deployment 

Week 11 – 05/04/2021 to 
12/04/2021 

- Finish site deployment 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

N/A 

Milestone – Site deployed 
Week 12 – 12/04/2021 to 
19/04/2021 

- Time allowed for unforeseen 
circumstances 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

N/A 

Milestone – N/A 
Week 13 – 19/04/2021 to 
26/04/2021 

- Begin final report 
 
- Write abstract 
 
- Create a detailed implementation 
report 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

- Implementation Report 
 

- Abstract 

Milestone – Finished first section of final report 
Week 14 – 26/04/2021 to 
03/05/2021 

- Begin results section 
 
- Write test cases 
 
- Write conclusion 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

- Test Cases 
 
 

- Conclusion 

Milestone – Finished second stage of final report 
Week 15 – 03/05/2021 to 
10/05/2021 

- Finish conclusion 
 
- Submit to Dr Tsaneva for feedback 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

- Preliminary Final Report 

Milestone – Final report submission to Dr Tsaneva 
Week 16 – 10/05/2021 to 
17/05/2021 

- Add final edits to final report 
 
- Submit final report 
 
- Weekly supervisor meeting 
 

- Final Report 

Milestone – Final Report 
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Gantt Chart 

 

References 
Billington, J., 2012. An investigation into the therapeutic benefits of reading in relation to depression 
and well-being. 

Timmermans, E., Caluwé, E. and Alexopoulos, C., 2018. Why are you cheating on tinder? Exploring 
users' motives and (dark) personality traits. [online] Available at: 
<https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0747563218303625> [Accessed 30 January 
2021]. 

Yablonski, J., 2021. Home | Laws of UX. [online] Laws of UX. Available at: <https://lawsofux.com/> 
[Accessed 31 January 2021]. 

W3techs.com. 2021. Usage Statistics and Market Share of Web Servers, January 2021. [online] 
Available at: <https://w3techs.com/technologies/overview/web_server> [Accessed 31 January 
2021]. FA
VO

UR
AB

LE

OP
IN
IO
N

REFERENCE ID: COMSC/Ethics/2021/033

Page 21 of 31



  Appendix 3 

Version 2  12/02/2021 

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 
MyBookChoice 
 
You are being invited to take part in a research project.  Before you decide whether or not to 
take part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being undertaken and what 
it will involve.  Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with 
others, if you wish.   
 
Thank you for reading this. 
 
1. What is the purpose of this research project? 
The aims of this project are to create a usable, and user-friendly web application for gathering 
recommendations. This is a student project, which aims to benefit from this research, aiming 
to create a more refined experience for most users, as we learn from participant’s reading and 
web-browsing habits. 
 
2. Why have I been invited to take part? 
You have been invited because you are a healthy volunteer, who has some knowledge of web-
based applications. If you do not satisfy the previous point, you have been selected to find out 
what “real” people outside of computer science think about this application and its design. 
 
3. Do I have to take part? 
No, your participation in this research project is entirely voluntary and it is up to you to decide 
whether to take part. If you decide to take part, we will discuss the research project with you 
and ask you to sign a consent form. If you decide not to take part, you do not have to explain 
your reasons and it will not affect your legal rights. 
 
If you are a student at Cardiff University, involvement in this research project will not have 
any effect on your education or progression through a degree course. If you are receiving care, 
your decision to partake will not affect the care you receive. 
 
You are free to withdraw your consent to participate in the research project at any time, without 
giving a reason, even after signing the consent form. 
 
4. What will taking part involve? 
Participation in this research will take approximately 10 minutes and involves a short survey 
of 11 questions, designed to gather user opinions on two key topics, reading, and web 
applications/websites. The only recording which will take place is the results from each stage 
will be recorded into a word document, under your participant ID. 
 
5. Will I be paid for taking part? 
No. You should understand that any data you give will be as a gift and you will not benefit 
financially in the future should this research project lead to the development of a new 
application. 

 
6. What are the possible benefits of taking part? 
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There will be no direct advantages or benefits to you from taking part, but your contribution 
will help us understand our users better, and enable us to create more polished, and usable 
application. 
 
7. What are the possible risks of taking part? 
The only foreseeable physical discomfort is the small risk of RSI (Repetitive Strain Injury). 
There are no foreseeable discomforts, risks or disadvantages resulting from this research in 
terms of psychological risk. In terms of risk to confidentiality, each users’ responses are stored 
in a word document on the University’s OneDrive, where each user is identified by participant 
ID, which is not linked to your name, or any identifying information. 
To mitigate the physical risk of RSI, participants will be asked throughout if they feel any 
physical discomfort, and if so, they will be asked to stop and take a break. 

 
8. Will my taking part in this research project be kept confidential? 
All information collected from (or about) you during the research project will be kept 
confidential and any personal information you provide will be managed in accordance with 
data protection legislation. Please see ‘What will happen to my Personal Data?’ (below) for 
further information.   
 
9. What will happen to my Personal Data?  
The only non-anonymous personal data stored will be the participants name, and initials on 
written consent forms. When participant response data is inserted into the final public report, 
they will be assigned a random participant ID which will uniquely identify a set of answers and 
will not be identifiable. Participants will not be identifiable their random participant ID in the 
final report. 
 
Cardiff University is the Data Controller and is committed to respecting and protecting your 
personal data in accordance with your expectations and Data Protection legislation. Further 
information about Data Protection, including:  
 

- your rights 
- the legal basis under which Cardiff University processes your personal data for research 
- Cardiff University’s Data Protection Policy  
- how to contact the Cardiff University Data Protection Officer 
- how to contact the Information Commissioner’s Office 

 
may be found at https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/public-information/policies-and-procedures/data-
protection 
 
Participants personal data will be processed over the period of 27/02/2021 to 14/05/2021. 
 
After the above timeframe, the research team will anonymise all the personal data it has 
collected from, or about, you in connection with this research project, with the exception of 
your consent form including details of any other person data which must be retained.   Your 
consent form including details of any other personally identifiable information which must be 
retained will be retained for the period of 27/02/2021 to 14/05/2026, in line with the 
university’s 5-year retention period for “2.8 Research Project Development” and may be 
accessed by members of the research team and, where necessary, by members of the 
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University’s governance and audit teams or by regulatory authorities.   Anonymised 
information will be kept for a minimum period of 27/02/2021 to 14/05/2026, in line with the 
university’s 5-year retention period for “2.8 Research Project Development” but may be 
published in support of the research project and/or retained indefinitely, where it is likely to 
have continuing value for research purposes. 
 
Upon collection of your data, your personal data will be collected in the consent forms, which 
are not published upon completion. You anonymised data (consisting of your responses and a 
random participant ID) are collected into the final report which is published on PATS (Project 
Allocation Tracking System) [https://pats.cs.cf.ac.uk]. Please note it is not possible to expunge 
anonymised data which has already been published. 
 
10. What happens to the data at the end of the research project? 
The data collected through this research will be published to PATS upon completion of the 
final report on 14/05/2021. The data does not have an intended use upon completion but will 
continue to support my decisions in the report, from my conclusions generated from the data. 
As previously mentioned, the anonymised data will be published and publicly available on 
PATS. The data will not be published anywhere else. I do not intend there to be any further 
research using the data collected. All identifying and personal data will not be published for 
public consumption. 
 
11. What will happen to the results of the research project? 
As previously mentioned, anonymised results will be published to PATS, and a copy of this 
data can be found in the PATS archives, in the report for “MyBookChoice”. As your 
involvement is randomised, your data is held in the usability testing section. It is our intention 
to publish the results of this research project in academic journals and present findings at 
conferences.  Participants will not be identified in any report, publication or presentation. There 
is no intention to use verbatim quotes from participants, and no verbatim quoted will be 
collected or recorded. 
 
12. What if there is a problem? 
If any participant has any complaints or problems with the research, you may contact the chief 
investigator, Luca Passariello, via passariellola@cardiff.ac.uk. We aim to deal with any 
complaints within two working days. If you feel your complains was not addressed properly 
after contacting the chief investigator, or want to contact someone independent from the 
research, you may escalate your complaint to the Cardiff University Computer Science Ethics 
Committee, via comsc-ethics@cardiff.ac.uk or by contacting the COMSC ethics committee 
chair, Dr Richard Booth, via boothr2@cardiff.ac.uk. 
If you wish to complain or have grounds for concerns about any aspect of the manner in which 
you have been approached or treated during the course of this research, please contact the chief 
investigator Luca Passariello, via passariellola@cardiff.ac.uk. If your complaint is not 
managed to your satisfaction, please contact Cardiff University Computer Science Ethics 
Committee, via comsc-ethics@cardiff.ac.uk. 
If you are harmed by taking part in this research project, there are no special compensation 
arrangements.  If you are harmed due to someone's negligence, you may have grounds for legal 
action, but you may have to pay for it.   
 
13. Who is organising and funding this research project? 
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The research is organised by Luca Passariello and supervised by Dr Daniela Tsaneva (COMSC) 
in Cardiff University. This research is not funded. 
 
14. Who has reviewed this research project? 
This research project has been reviewed and given a favourable opinion by the Cardiff 
University Computer Science Ethics Committee. 
 
15. Further information and contact details  
Should you have any questions relating to this research project, you may contact us during 
normal working hours:  
 
Luca Passariello 
Cardiff University, Cardiff, Wales, CF10 3AT 
07907 769616 
passariellola@cardiff.ac.uk  
 
Thank you for considering taking part in this research project. If you decide to 
participate, you will be given a copy of the Participant Information Sheet and a signed 
consent form to keep for your records. 
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CONSENT FORM 

 
Title of research project: MyBookChoice 
 
SREC reference and committee: N/A 
 
Name of Chief/Principal Investigator: Luca Passariello 
 
 
 

 
Please 

initial box  
 

I confirm that I have read the information sheet dated 12/02/2021 version 2 for the above 
research project. 
   

 

I confirm that I have understood the information sheet dated 12/02/2021 version 2 for 
the above research project and that I have had the opportunity to ask questions and that 
these have been answered satisfactorily. 
 

 

I understand that my participation is voluntary, and I am free to withdraw at any time 
without giving a reason and without any adverse consequences (e.g., to medical care or 
legal rights, if relevant). 

 

I consent to the processing of my personal information name, age, and first and last 
initials for the purposes explained to me.  I understand that such information will be 
held in accordance with all applicable data protection legislation and in strict confidence, 
unless disclosure is required by law or professional obligation. 
 

 

I understand who will have access to personal information provided, how the data will 
be stored and what will happen to the data at the end of the research project.  

I understand that after the research project, anonymised data may be made publicly available via 
a data repository and may be used for purposes not related to this research project. I understand 
that it will not be possible to identify me from this data that is seen and used by other researchers, 
for ethically approved research projects, on the understanding that confidentiality will be 
maintained. 

 

I understand that anonymised excerpts and/or verbatim quotes from my answers to the 
survey may be used as part of the research publication. 
 

 

I understand how the findings and results of the research project will be written up and 
published. 
  

 

I agree to take part in this research project. 
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Name of participant (print)  Date    Signature 

 
 
 
 
Luca Passariello                                        LUCA PASSARIELLO 
Name of person taking consent Date    Signature 
(print) 
 

CHIEF INVESTIGATOR 
Role of person taking consent 
(print) 

 

THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING IN OUR RESEARCH 

YOU WILL BE GIVEN A COPY OF THIS CONSENT FORM TO KEEP 
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MyBookChoice Survey Questions 

Basic Information Section 

1. Have you read an understood the participant information sheet? 
a. Yes 

2. Please select your age group 
a. 18-24 
b. 25-34 
c. 35-44 
d. 45-54 
e. 55-64 
f. Above 64 

Reading Section 

1. Rank these features in order of importance in selecting a book to read. 
a. Genre 
b. Author 
c. Publication Date 
d. Page Count 
e. Book Type (Poem, Novel, Play, etc.) 
f. Reviews and Ratings 

2. Are there any other features you feel are important in selecting a book? If no, leave blank. 
3. What motivates you to read? 

a. Assigned Reading 
b. Recommendations 
c. Enjoyment 
d. To Learn 
e. Relaxation 
f. Other (Please Specify) 

4. How often do you read? 
a. More than 3 times a week 
b. 1 to 3 times a week 
c. 1 to 3 times a month 
d. Less than once per month 
e. Never 

5. During the COVID-19 pandemic, have you been reading more often? 
a. Yes 
b. No 

Web Applications Section 

1. In your opinion, what is the most important feature of a website? 
a. Design 
b. Range of Features 
c. Ease-of-Use 
d. Security 
e. Accessibility 
f. Reliability 
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2. What is your primary device for internet browsing? 
a. Desktop 
b. Laptop 
c. Mobile Tablet 
d. Mobile Phone 

3. On mobile would you prefer to use a website, or an application (app). 
a. Website 
b. App 

4. Which of the following best describes yourself? 
a. Extremely Tech-Literate 
b. Highly Tech-Literate 
c. Moderately Tech-Literate 
d. Lowly Tech-Literate 
e. Not Tech-Literate at All 
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2/6/2021 Blackboard Learn

https://learningcentral.cf.ac.uk/webapps/achievements/previewCertificate.do?course_id=_397765_1&ach_id=_5523682_1&cert_key=BLUE&actio… 1/1

Research and Innovation
Services

This is to certify that

Luca Passariello
has successfully completed

Research Integrity Training (Student)
on

05 February 2021
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