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Overview

This video explains:

• When you need vs don’t need ethics

• An overview of different ethics procedures available to you and what 
you need to do if your project requires an application



Available options

No need for 
ethics

Simplified 
(supervisor) 

ethics

Regular ethics 
application



What projects need an ethical opinion

You’ll need to apply for Ethics if you want to collect data from human 
participants or use the data they have generated, e.g.

• You want to organize usability testing of your website, app, device, 
dashboard, design etc.

• You want to gather some additional data, e.g. through surveys
• You want to install IoT sensors in places where others live/work to 

collect envrionmental data
• You want to scrape new data from social media to use in your project

• No need for ethics if you use an existing dataset



What projects need an ethical opinion

Ethics is not just about a personal data – it’s broadly 
about consent and studying others.

Even if you’re planning to collect only anonymous 
data and/or no identifiable information, you will still 
need an ethical approval



What projects do NOT need ethics

You won’t need to apply for Ethics if:
• You’re just building something and want to evaluate it yourself, e.g. by 

using a heuristics evaluation
• You want to test your website/app/dashboard/device/etc. with your 

supervisor and won’t involve anyone else
• You’re focusing on developing an algorithm and your evaluation means 

comparing different algorithms/compression methods etc. and no 
humans or human data is involved

• You’re using an existing dataset that has already been reviewed by an 
ethics committee (either at Cardiff or elsewhere), e.g. one supplied by 
your supervisor



Simplified (supervisor) ethics



Simplified (supervisor) ethics

You can use the simplified ethics procedures (i.e. approval by a 
supervisor) if:
• You’re running one of the approved study types: 

• anonymous survey (to gather requirements for the system 
you’re developing)

• Usability evaluation (questionnaire, interview, think aloud)
• You’re not meeting the full review criteria, i.e,. You’re not working 

with vulnerable participants and your dissertation does not focus 
on a potentially sensitive topic





How the simplified process works

Short overview of the process:
1. Discuss your study plan with your supervisor to ensure a simplified 

process is suitable
2. Fill in the form and prepare the participant-facing documents 

(information sheet, consent form, recruitment letter; templates are 
provided)

3. Complete the Research Integrity Training if you haven’t done it for other 
modules

4. Have them signed off by your supervisor

You cannot start recruitment until you receive your supervisor’s approval.

https://intranet.cardiff.ac.uk/students/study/postgraduate-research-support/integrity-and-governance/training/research-integrity-online-training-programme


Regular ethics



Regular ethics

You need to follow the regular ethics procedures if:
• You want to run an experiment or a study that uses a study design 

other than a survey, interview or a usability study, e.g. if you want to run 
a controlled experiment or a home study

• Your study does not meet the simplified ethics criteria, e.g. you want to 
evaluate an IoT device, analyse data scraped from social media, or ask 
participants to use your app at home for a week

• You want to recruit participants from vulnerable groups, e.g. children, 
older adults, people with disabilities

• Your research focuses on a sensitive or polarising topic, e.g. mental 
health, misinformation, political views



How the regular process works

Short overview of the process
1. Fill in all necessary documents
2. Have them signed off by your supervisor
3. Submit to the ethics committee via email (comsc-ethics@cardiff.ac.uk)

• You may be asked to revise the documents or send any missing 
information before we can review the application

4. Wait for the response
• This can take 2-3 weeks, depending on the time of year
• If you’re application requires “full” review, it may take 4+ weeks

5. Submit revisions if necessary
You cannot start recruitment until you receive a favourable opinion.

https://www.cs.cf.ac.uk/ethics/ 

mailto:comsc-ethics@cardiff.ac.uk
https://www.cs.cf.ac.uk/ethics/


Regular application: forms and templates

What documents you need:

• Individual Application Form

• Consent form and Participant Information Sheet

• Description of your project (can use the description from 
PATS)

• “Data collection tools”, i.e. any questions or tasks 
participants will have to do, keywords for social media 
scraping etc. 

• Recruitment messages

• Research Integrity Training certificate for you and your 
supervisor

https://www.cs.cf.ac.uk/ethics/ 

https://www.cs.cf.ac.uk/ethics/


Regular application: Outcomes

Applications are reviewed by multiple reviewers and those with any conflicts of 
interest will be excluded. Where the committee can reach an agreement, an 
outcome letter/email will be issued with one of the following outcomes:

• A favourable opinion – the proposed study/data collection can go ahead
• A favourable opinion with conditions – the proposed study/data collection can 

go ahead after confirming specific changes requested by the SREC

• A provisional opinion – further information and/or revisions are required

• An unfavourable opinion – the proposed study/data collection cannot go ahead



Summary

No need for 
ethics

Simplified 
(supervisor)

ethics

Regular ethics 
application

If no human data 
from people outside 
of the research team 
or using an existing 

dataset.

If conducting one of the 
approved study types 
(anonymous survey, 

usability evaluation) and 
does not focus on a 

sensitive topic.

Everything else! 
Social media and IoT 

evaluations fall into this 
category.

Any research on sensitive topics 
or with vulnerable populations 

may require a full review.
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